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THE EXTENDED ROOFLINE REACHES OUT TO INVITE GUESTS INTO THE
HOME AND ACCENTUATES THE SITE LINE AND ACCESS TO THE NATURAL
SURROUNDINGS IN THE REAR OF THE HOUSE THAT INCLUDES A POND
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Gibson Island is an
idyllic private island

with scenic topography ranging

from pristine lakes and wetlands to
rolling hills, forests and recreational
areas, located on the western shore
of Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay. With
so much natural beauty surrounding
the home, it's no wonder the new
owners of this 1958-built house would
want to enjoy a seamless transition
between the outdoors, the archi-
tecture and the interior spaces. The
owners discussed their dream design
with architects James Rill and James
Murray of Rill Architects, who took on
the task of renovating the mid-cen-
tury home to achieve the look and
lifestyle their clients wanted.

"The home is all about flow be-
tween the interior and exterior,” Rill
explains. "The house already had
connected large expanses of glass,
but was overwhelmed with renova-
tions and additions that had covered
up high ceilings and walls that had
blocked views. The homeowners
expressed their practical needs to
me: to open up and modernize the
kitchen to be more efficient, update
the bathrooms, have a place to feed
the dogs and create a better flow
throughout the home, all while re-
specting the mid-century design.”

THE LIVING ROOM LOOKS OUT TOWARD THE
POND AND THE POOL. THE ARCHITECTURAL
TEAM USED MATERIALS THAT APPEAR LIKE
THE NATURAL MATERIALS OF A WOOD-LIKE
TILE ON THE WALLS (THEY ARE ACTUALLY
PORCELAIN TILES THAT EMULATE WOOD
AND ARE SAFE AROUND THE FIREPLACE).
THIS MATERIAL CHOICE FURTHER BRINGS
THE OUTSIDE IN WITH THE LOOK OF THE
TREE BARK. “"LIMESTONE TILE FLOWS
SEAMLESSLY INTO THE SCORED CONCRETE,
CREATING A STRONG CONNECTION, WITH
NO DELINEATION BETWEEN INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR,” RILL SAYS.
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HISTORY OF THE HOME

The Gibson Island home was originally designed by a
Washington, DC, architecture student at Yale University
in the 1950s who was challenged by his father to design
a summer home he had purchased on a wooded lot

overlooking a pond. The student conceived a modern
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retreat that pays homage to The Glass House, an iconic
Connecticut home designed by Phillip Johnson, who
happened to be one of his college professors. Subse-
quent owners in the 1990s remodeled the home and
added a second-floor bedroom.

(ABOVE) "WE USED WOOD ON THE CABINETS TO MATCH THE WOOD ON THE WALLS AND PORCELAIN TILES SO THE ROOMS WOULD
FLOW," RILL EXPLAINS, ADDING THAT THE MATERIALS ARE MORE ORGANIC TO WHAT YOU WOULD FIND IN NATURE. THE ENHANCED
FLOW CAME FROM REPEATING MATERIALS THROUGHOUT HOME, WHICH HAS THREE BEDROOMS, THREE BATHS, AN OFFICE, LIVING
AND DINING AREAS AND KITCHEN. RILL CREATED AN ISLAND WITH A WATERFALL DESIGN (WHERE THE COUNTERTOP FLOWS DOWN
TO THE FLOOR), WHICH CONNECTED THE ISLAND TO THE LIMESTONE FLOOR AND GROUNDED IT SO THE KITCHEN BECAME PART OF
THE FLOOR. “IT'S A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN GATHER, COOK AND BE PART OF THE ACTION AND FUNCTIONALLY HAVE A PLACE FOR
EVERYTHING SINCE THE ISLAND HAS LOTS OF STORAGE,"” RILL SAYS. HE DESIGNED THE BUILT-IN KITCHEN CABINETS AS WELL.
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“By adding the screened porch, you extend

the interior space into the landscape from
areas that are connecting the house more
intimately with its surroundings.”
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(LEFT) THIS IS A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF THE EXPANSIVE FLOW
THROUGH THE HOME, FROM THE FOYER THROUGH THE
KITCHEN SITTING AREA TO THE SCREENED-IN PORCH TO THE
POND. “IT HAS A STRONG SITE LINE WHERE WE CENTERED
THINGS AND COMPOSED THEM TOWARD THE VIEWS,”

RILL SAYS. “IT ORIENTS THE ROOMS TO CONNECT YOU TO
NATURE AND VICE VERSA, WHICH ACCENTUATES THE FLOW.”
THE WALL ON THE RIGHT IS MADE FROM REAL WOOD; THE
WALL ON THE LEFT IS PORCELAIN.

(BELOW) THIS IS THE BACK HALL ENTRY FROM THE GARAGE.
“WE UTILIZED A MORE ORGANICALLY DESIGNED STAIR THAT
RELATES BETTER TO NATURE,” RILL SAYS. IT WAS PREVIOUSLY
A STANDARD, CARPETED STAIRCASE WITH A BANISTER THAT
WAS WRONG FOR THE HOME, HE SAYS. RILL CUSTOM-DE-
SIGNED THE BUILT-IN CABINETS AS WELL.

The Rill architectural team began their re-

construction work by stripping away outdated
elements, such as low ceilings, terra-cotta tiles,
kitchen cabinets and walls that blocked water views.
Removing the remnants of renovations that closed
off rooms and created a disjointed flow made way
for what the new homeowners wanted.
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(LEFT) THIS IS A VIEW OF THE MASTER BED-
ROOM LOOKING TOWARD NEW MASTER
BATH. “WE DROPPED SOME OF CEILING TO
GIVE IT SOME RHYTHM, AS IN MUSIC THERE
ARE UPS AND DOWNS, HIGHS AND LOWS,
SO WE USED THE CEILING TO CREATE THE
SAME KIND OF RHYTHM, " RILL EXPLAINS,
ADDING THAT IT HELPS GIVE SCALE TO THE
ROOM AS WELL. CARPETING WAS USED ON
THE FLOOR. “YOU CAN SEE THROUGH THE
SITE LINE TO THE MASTER BATH, WHICH HAS
LARGE EXPANSES OF GLASS," RILL SAYS.

(BELOW, LEFT) THIS IS THE NEW MASTER
BATH RILL CREATED. “THE MIRRORS REFLECT
THE LARGE OUTDOOR EXPANSE, SO EVEN
WHEN YOU'RE BRUSHING YOUR TEETH
YOU'RE LOOKING OUT AT THE LANDSCAPE,”
HE SAYS. MARBLE AND PENNY TILES ARE ON
THE WALLS BEHIND THE VANITY; MARBLE IS
ON THE FLOOR.

(BELOW, RIGHT) THE SCREENED PORCH
ADDITION EXTENDS THE INTERIOR INTO
THE EXTERIOR LANDSCAPE. LARGE PANELS
OF GLASS SUPPORT THE NEARLY SEAMLESS
INDOOR/OUTDOOR BOUNDARIES. THE
HOME'S EXTERIOR SURROUNDINGS EXTEND
FOR A COUPLE OF ACRES, RILL SAYS.

(ABOVE) THIS VIEW FEA-
TURES THE NEW FOYER
ADDITION. “IT PROVIDES
INTERIOR PROTECTION
FROM THE ELEMENTS,
BUT IT'S A FUNCTIONAL
SPACE; IT'S LIKE YOU'RE
OUTSIDE BUT PROTECTED
FROM THE OUTDOOR
ELEMENTS,” RILL SAYS.
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o the kitch-
ew screened-in porch that
as built on an existing terrace overlooking the pond
and a new pool.

"By adding the screened porch, you extend the
interior space into the landscape from areas that are
connecting the house more intimately with its sur-
roundings,” Rill explains.

The home now includes a mudroom convenient-
ly located off the garage and a new kitchen with

custom cabinets and quartz countertops. Also new
is a floating staircase that extends to the redesigned
homeowner’s suite, which includes a large closet and

a luxurious bathroom with water views. @

SEE RESOURCES, PAGE 112.

THIS VIEW OF THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE FEATURES A NEW
OVERHANG THAT EXTENDS FROM THE HOUSE TO GREET
GUESTS UPON ARRIVAL. IT ACCENTUATES THE SPACE BETWEEN
THE INTERIOR FOYER BY PUSHING OUT INTO THE LANDSCAPE
INTO THE CANTILEVERED PORCH, RILL EXPLAINS. “THE ORIGINAL
FLOOR-TO-CEILING WINDOWS HAD BEEN LOWERED, SO THEY
HAD CUT INTO THE GLASS,"” HE SAYS. RILL RAISED THE CEILING
TO ALLOW FOR MORE GLASS. EXTENDING THE SCREENED
PORCH CREATED A COURTYARD AREA IN WHICH THEY INSERTED
A POOL SURROUNDED WITH SCORED CONCRETE.

Taking Notes from
Mother Nature

To give the home the indoor-outdoor flow and functionality the
homeowners wanted, Rill used organic elements throughout the
home, such as wood paneling and stone-like flooring as well as bold
lighting fixtures, modern furnishings and energy-efficient windows.

The architectural team achieved the homeowner's redesign re-
quests as well as their own vision for the project. The client says the
architects made the home shine like it should by staying true to the
original design while adding all the modern amenities she wanted.
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