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LUXE MAKEOVERS
GRAND GETAWAYS
LUSH LANDSCAPES



TWO AREA DESIGNERS  
FASHION FAR-FLUNG  
VACATION GETAWAYS 

Text by JULIE SANDERS

GREAT escapes 

In his design of a Southern California haven, Christopher Boutlier conveyed Spanish Revival style via archways, reclaimed-wood beams and steel-
framed doors. In the living room (opposite), a Lindsey Adelman chandelier hangs above a Minotti sectional and custom coffee table. Seating by Bright 
Chair surrounds a Gregorius | Pineo table in the dining room (below). Limestone pavers clad the pool deck (above).
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WHEN THE OWNER OF A DC TECH COMPANY DECIDED 
to build a second home in the San Diego enclave of Santaluz, she 
tapped Washington designer Christopher Boutlier, with whom 
she’d previously collaborated, for the interiors. “She’s originally 
from California and has roots there, so this was a touchstone 
property for her,” he explains.

Sited on a hill overlooking vast plains, the 5,000-square-foot 
home was conceived in what the designer calls “California Span-
ish Modern” style—a distilled interpretation of Spanish architec-
ture that embraces local vernacular with archways, stucco siding 
and a terracotta-tile roof. Walls of steel-framed glass create flow 
between airy interiors and outdoor spaces, which include shel-
tered gathering areas, a swimming pool and terraced gardens.

Boutlier clad the floors inside and out with limestone tile. He 
weighed in on room size and door placement and mocked up 
archways. Against crisp-white walls, he established a modern aes-
thetic with Italian furniture, abstract art and sculptural lighting. 

“The house is really meant for family to get together; the rooms 
are scaled well, so it feels intimate,” observes the designer. As a 
bonus, he adds, “On a clear day you can see all the way to the 
beaches of Del Mar—and to Tijuana.”

Architecture: Friehauf Architects, Solana Beach, California. Interior Design:  
Christopher Boutlier, Christopher Boutlier Interiors, Washington, DC. Builder:  
Mulvey Custom Builders, Del Mar, California. Landscape Architecture: TCLA Studio,  
Capistrano Beach, California. Photography: Richard Powers. Styling: Anita Sarsidi. 

california dreaming 

Clockwise from opposite, 
top: With its manicured 
grounds and pristine 
poolscape, the sprawling 
residence feels like an oasis 
carved into the plains. The 
kitchen boasts polished 
white marble countertops, a 
custom stainless-steel and 
polished-nickel hood and 
Minotti stools. A decorative 
archway frames the view. A 
wine rack encased in glass 
divides the dining room and 
stair hall. The breakfast 
room, equipped with a 
Lindsey Adelman pendant 
and Gregorius | Pineo table, 
opens to the garden. 

CHRISTOPHER BOUTLIER MAKES MODERNIST 
MAGIC IN A SAN DIEGO-AREA RETREAT
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Clockwise from left: The peaceful primary bedroom features a limestone fireplace, a Holly 
Hunt daybed and easy access to the pool deck via a steel-framed door. Flanked by custom 
vanities, a Boffi soaking tub in the primary bath overlooks an outdoor fountain. Beyond the 
fountain, a fire pit surrounded by McKinnon and Harris seating beckons.


